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In modern speech a cynic is one who dis-
believes in or doubts the wisdom of social
usages, or of personal character or motives,
and expresses his doubts by sarcasm or
sneers.

CYPRESS, si'pres, a genus of cone-bear-
ing trees, distinguished by their small, dark,
evergreen, opposite leaves and their tiny,
solitary flowers. The best-known species is
the common cypress of Europe, which is a
dark-colored evergrien, with extremely small
leaves, which entirely cover its branches. It
has an almost quadrangular shape, except at
the top, where it becomes pyramidal. Cy-
press trees are rather dark and somber in

CYPRESS LEAVES AND CONES

appearance and have long been used for
decorative purposes in cemeteries; and
branches of cypress were formerly worn at
funerals as emblems of mourning. The wood
is hard, compact and durable and has a
reddish color and pleasant odor.

The ba,ld cypress, common, to the swamps
of the Southern states, is a deciduous tree
and one of the most valuable of timber trees.
Although the wood is soft, its remarkable
durability under water makes it of great
Yalue, and the size of the tree furnishes tim-
bers of large size. In the regions where the
tree grows to best advantage, it forms great
forests, covering many square miles of terri*
tory. A peculiar feature of the tree is the
ievelopment upon its roots of peculiar knots,

or growths, called knees, which sometime!
reach a height of ten feet and when fully
grown have their tops above the water. It
is not well understood of what use these
knees are to the trees. In the United States
the annual lumber cut of cypress amounts to
nearly 1,000,000,000 board feet and is valued
at more than $20,000,000.

CYPRUS, si'prus, an island lying forty
miles south of Asia Minor in the Mediter-
ranean Sea, belonging to Great Britain. It
is the third in size among the Mediterranean
islands, ranking next to Sicily and Sardinia,
and has an area of 3,584 square miles. In
1921 the population, not including military
forces, was 311,000. The principal towns
are Nicosia, the capital, 18,461; Limasol,
11,843; and Larnaca, 10,652. Agriculture is
the chief occupation of the people, and the
most important products are wheat, barley,
vetches, oats, olives, cotton and grapes. The
government has encouraged farming by con-
structing irrigation works, and there is a
Forest Department which is helping to pre-
serve and develop the timber.

Copper mining, anciently of great impor-
tance, has been resumed, and the island is
one of the world's few sources of asbestos.
It is of interest to know that the derivation
of our word copper may be traced to Cyprus
(see COPPER). The island has over 700 miles
of good carriage road, cable connection with
Alexandria, a narrow-gauge railway, and
telegraph service. Cyprus has been a pos-
session of many different countries; from
1878 to 1914 it was administered for Turkey
by England. On the outbreak of the World
"War it was annexed to the British Empire.

CYRUS, si'rus (about 600-529 B. a), king
of Persia, a celebrated conqueror, called
Cyrus the Great. According to Herodotus,
he was the son of Cambyses, a famous Per-
sian, and of Mandane, daughter of the Me-
dian king Astyages. Herodotus states that
Astyages, troubled by a prophecy that his
grandson was to dethrone him, gave orders
that Cyrus should be destroyed immediately
after his birth, but the boy was saved by the
kindness of a herdsman and at length was
sent to his parents in Persia. He soon
gathered a formidable army, conquered his
grandfather and became master of Media and
founder of the Medo-Persian Empire. Ac-
cording to the records, he proved a wise and
moderate king. After his conquest of Media
and Persia he invaded Lydia, conquered the